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Table 1  Starting powder particle size 

304L stainless steel powder/µm  Nickel powder/µm 

16.3 13.6 10.3  4.22 2.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 1  $Rn 10.3 µm` 4.22 µmabUcR�� 

Fig.1  Particle size distribution of powders with 10.3 µm 

and 4.22 µm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 2  cRn 10.3 µmU���ab�� 

Fig.2  Morphology of 10.3 µm stainless powder 
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� 3  Z[�£cRabNOQRW¤¥U9wx5y"P¦~§h¨`QRWeRUBh 

Fig.3  Relationship of the mean flow pore size and permeability with thickness of gradient layers prepared by different  

particle size powders: (a) 16.3 µm, (b) 13.6 µm, (c) 10.3 µ, (d) 4.22 µm, and (e) 2.7 µm 
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Fig.4  Determination of the turning point 
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� 5  QRWqr��eR`abcRUBh 

Fig.5  Optimal thickness of gradient layer vs particle size 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 6  QRW®¯j�°± 

Fig.6  Microstructures of gradient layer: (a) D

p

=10.3 µm 

and (b) D

p

=4. 22 µm 
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� 7  QRWqr��eR`abcRU(²Bh 

Fig.7  Optimal thickness of gradient layer vs particle size 

for verifying 
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Fig.8  Model of powder piling up in the surface pore 

of porous substrate 
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Fig.9  Mean flow pore size and permeability vs thickness of 

gradient layer prepared by 0.2 µm Ni powder 
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Study on the Optimum Thickness of Gradient-Porous Metal Layer 
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Abstract: Films with gradient pores (gradient layer) were prepared on rough-pore substrate materials by centrifugal deposition process. 

The relationship between the filtration performance of the composites and the particle size as well as the thickness of gradient layers was 

investigated. Results show the particle size of gradient layers should be less than the mean flow pore size of substrate materials so as to 

obtain the optimum filtration performance. With the thickness of gradient layers increasing, the permeability of the composites decreased 

while the filtration precision increased. There is optimum matching thickness of gradient layers for the optimum matching of the two 

performances, which has linear relation with the particle size of gradient layers, and the mean flow pore size of substrate materials is the 

intercept of the straight line.  

Key words: gradient-porous metal; optimum matching thickness; gradient layer construction model 
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