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Table 1  Performance parameter of M40J fiber 

Tensile 

strength/GPa 

Tensile 

modulus/GPa 

Elongation/ 

% 

Density/ 

g·cm

-3

 

Average 

diameter/µm 

4.410 377 1.2 1.77 6.5 
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Table 2  Chemical composition of ZL301aluminium alloy (ω/%) 

Mg Si Cu Mn Zn Ti Al 

9.5~11.0 0.3 0.1 0.15 0.15 0.15 Bal. 
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Fig.1  3D five-directional fabric 
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Fig.2  Schematic diagram of vacuum assisted pressure infiltration  
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Fig.3  Dimension (a) and appearance (b) of the tensile specimen�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

± 4  A@BC C

f

/AlX�78_?@u½z¾ 

Fig.4  Fiber distribution patterns in 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites at different fabrication temperatures: (a) 530 �, (b) 570 �, and (c) 600 � 
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Table 3  Density of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites  

in Fig.3a (%) 

Fabrication temperature/� 

Position 

530 570 600 

1 95.3±0.15 98.0±0.2 98.5±0.15 

2 94.8±0.1 97.8±0.1 99.3±0.2 

3 94.0±0.1 97.5±0.15 98.8±0.1 

Average 94.7 97.8 98.9 
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Fig.5  XRD patterns of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites at  

different fabrication temperatures 
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Fig.6  Tensile stress-strain curves of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al 

composites at room temperature 
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Table 4  Ultimate tensile strength (UTS) of 3D five-directional  

C

f

/Al composites at room temperature 

Fabrication temperature/� 530 570 600 

UTS of matrix alloy/MPa 126 126 126 

Tested UTS/MPa 560±3 753±5 447±4 
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Fig.7  Tensile fracture surface morphologies of the 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites at room temperature: (a) 530 �, (b) 570 �, and    

(c) 600 � 
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Fig.8  Schematic diagrams of tensile fracture mode of the 3D-C

f

/Al composites with different interface states: (a) weak interface, (b) moderate  

interface, and (c) strong interface 
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Fig.9  Tensile stress-strain curves of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al  

composites at elevated temperature of 300 È 
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Fig.10  Comparison of the UTS of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al 

composites tested at room temperature and at elevated 

temperature of 300 È 
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Fig.11  Tensile fracture morphologies of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites at elevated temperature of 300 �: (a) 530 �, (b) 570 �, and (c) 600 � 
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Fig.12  Fiber surface morphology (a) and EDS analysis (b) of 3D five-directional C

f

/Al composites fractured at elevated temperature of 300 � 
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Fig.13  Tensile fracture morphology (a) and schematic diagram (b) 

of tensile fracture mode of the 3D five-directional C

f

/Al 

composites tested at elevated temperature of 300 È 
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Abstract: 3D five-directional fabric reinforced C

f

/Al composites were fabricated by a vacuum assisted pressure infiltration method. The 

microstructure and interfacial reaction of the composites prepared at different temperatures were investigated. The uniaxial tensile property of 

the composites was tested at room temperature and elevated temperature and the corresponding tensile fracture surface was analyzed. The results 

indicate that the relative density of the C

f

/Al composites increases and the fiber segregation in partial region decreases with the fabrication 

temperature increasing. Meanwhile the content of Al

4

C

3

 compound at interface increases obviously. At room temperature, the ultimate tensile 

strength of the composites from 570 to 600 °C degenerates dramatically with aggravated interfacial reaction. However, the ultimate tensile 

strength at elevated temperature increases with the fabrication temperature increasing. The improvement of interfacial strength is beneficial to 

the high temperature mechanical properties. The matrix alloy softening and interface weakening due to elevated temperature can promote the 

fiber pulling-out and interface sliding during the fracture process. 
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f

/Al composites; microstructure; interface; mechanical properties; elevated temperature 
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