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Fig.1  Double-circular cone and its coordinate systerm 
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Fig.2  Comparison of stress between the numerical result and the 

FEM result: (a) σ
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Fig.3  Equivalent elastic modulus varied with the height of the 

zone of one base 
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Fig.4  Variation of the equivalent elastic modulus with the 

ratio of thickness to radius of particles for the com- 

posite with hexagonal prismatic and similarly ellip- 

soidal particles 
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Fig.5  Variation of the equivalent elastic modulus of composite 

with the shape of hypersphere particles 
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Fig.6  Variation of equivalent elastic modulus of TiC-TiB
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Abstract: Eshelby tensor is not a constant parameter and there is no analytical expression for a non-ellipsoidal particle. To simplify the 

calculation, a non-ellipsoidal particle was usually treated as ellipsoidal in most analyses, while the simplification needs to be vivificated 

for particles in composite are not always ellipsoid actually. To study the error of the simplification, the Eshelby tensor and the average 

Eshelby tensor of several non-ellipsoidal particles was calculated numerically, and the numerical results were verified by comparing to the 

finite element method results. Based on the numerical result of Eshelby tensor, the influence of the non-ellipsoidal on equivalent elastic 

property of the composite was analyzed, and the necessary condition of the simplifying the non-ellipsoidal particle to ellipsoidal particle 

was obtained. The results indicate that the numerical method in Eshelby tensor calculation is highly precise. It is acceptable to simplify the 

non-ellipsoidal particle to ellipsoidal particle when the non-ellipsoidal particle is highly symmetrical. The oblate particle has more 

important influence on the equivalent elastic property of the composite than the particles of other shapes; hence it causes larger errors to 

simplify the oblate particle into an ellipsoidal particle than simplifying the particles of other shapes. 
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