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Fig.1  Principle diagram for preparation of FeSiAl magnetically 

soft alloy hollow microspheres by self-reactive quenching 

technique 
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Fig.2  SEM images of FeSiAl alloy hollow microspheres prepared by self-reactive quenching technique without (a~c) 

and with (d~f) KNO
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Fig.3  XRD patterns of FeSiAl magnetically soft alloy micro- 

spheres without (a) and with (b) KNO
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Fig.4  Permittivity (a, b) and permeability (c, d) of FeSiAl hollow microspheres without and with adding KNO
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Fig.5  Magnetic loss mechanism curves of FeSiAl hollow 

microspheres without and with adding KNO
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Fig.6  Reflectivity curves of FeSiAl magnetically soft alloy 

hollow microspheres samples without adding KNO
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hollow microspheres samples with adding KNO
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Table 2  Microwave absorption properties of FeSiAl alloy prepared by mechanical alloying method

[31]

 

Thickness/ 

mm 

Minimum 

reflectivity/dB 

Corresponding 

frequency/GHz 

Effective absorption frequency 

band below –10 dB/GHz 

Effective absorption 

bandwidth/GHz 

2 –11.2 4.0 3.73~4.80 1.1 

3 –16.7 2.6 2.40~3.31 0.9 

4 –23.0 1.9 1.61~2.27 0.7 

5 –31.0 1.5 1.3~1.8 0.5 
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Table 3  Microwave absorption properties of FeSiAl hollow microspheres prepared by self-reactive quenching technique 

after adding KNO

3 

Thickness/ 

mm 

Minimum 

reflectivity/dB 

Corresponding 

frequency/GHz 

Effective absorption frequency 

band below –10 dB/GHz 

Effective absorption 

bandwidth/GHz 

3 –12.5 12.8 11.2~14.8 3.6 

4 –14.0 9.0 7.2~10.6 3.4 

5 –22.1 7.0 5.1~8.4 3.3 
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Abstract: In order to obtain absorbents with light weight, low frequency and high efficiency, FeSiAl magnetically soft alloy hollow 

microspheres were prepared by self-reactive quenching technique based on Fe+Si+Al and Fe+Si+Al+KNO

3

 reactive systems. Effect of 

KNO

3 

on their density, morphology, phase and microwave absorption properties in the low frequency band was studied by SEM, XRD and 

vector network analyzer. The results show that chemical reactions cannot happen without KNO

3

. In addition, the quenched products 

consist of spherical particles, near-spherical particles, irregular particles and lamellar particles. The phase components are Fe, Si, Al and 

Fe

0.9

Si

0.1

. FeSiAl alloys are not formed and thus hardly any microwave absorption properties occur. After adding KNO

3

, the quenched 

products consist mainly of hollow microspheres with uniform particle size distribution. The phases are composed of Fe

3

Si

0.5

Al

0.5

, 

Fe

3

Si

0.7

Al

0.3

, Fe

0.9

Si

0.1

 and Fe. FeSiAl alloys are obtained. The minimum reflectivity of the absorbent sample at 5 mm thickness is –22.1 

dB, and the corresponding frequency is 7.0 GHz. The effective absorption frequency band below –10 dB is 5.1~8.4 GHz, with a bandwidth 

of 3.3 GHz. The high heat-releasing and large amounts of gas from the decomposition of KNO

3

 increase the reaction temperature. In 

addition, the target products are obtained and then melted. Moreover, both the spherical rate and the hollow rate improve. These are the 

reasons for the obvious improvement in microwave absorption properties at low frequency. Compared with the flake FeSiAl magnetically 

soft alloy prepared by mechanical alloying method, the FeSiAl hollow microspheres prepared by the self-reactive quenching technique 

have a broader absorption frequency band at low frequency and a density reduction of 38%. So the new absorbent effectively achieves the 

characteristics of “thin, broad, light and strong” at low frequency. 

Key words: KNO

3

; magnetically soft alloy; FeSiAl; hollow microsphere; microwave absorption at low frequency; self-reactive quenching 

technique 
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