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Fig.1  Component (a) and numerical model (b) of metal rubber 
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Fig.2  Comparison of stamping force curve 
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Fig.3  Comparison of different surface tissues: (a) upper surface,   

(b) under surface, (c) outside surface, and (d) internal surface 
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Table 1  Comparison of thickness 

Specimen 

Size of 

product/mm 

Size of numerical 

model/mm 

Error/% 

1 3.20 3.42 6.88 

2 2.70 2.93 8.52 

3 2.44 2.69 10.25 
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Fig.4  Comparison of quasi-static loading curves 
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Fig.5  Coordinates of nodes of metal wire in loading direction 
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Fig.6  Elastic micro structure 
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Fig.7  Vector rotating sketch 

oJKOXYZg�yzüçûAλ

z

/XOY6.�rs

ty

λ

Ä Y¨�{h¹α  $¼λ

z

| Z¨·}α G YOZ6.

Ï λ

z

n¹λ

'

z

 λ

'

z

Ä Z¨{h¹ β  T¼λ

'

z

| X¨·

} β áλ

z

Ä Z¨7� ·}~�¹C 

cos sin 0 0 1 0 0 0

sin cos 0 0 0 cos sin 0

0 0 1 0 0 sin cos 0

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

α α

α α β β

β β

   

   

−

   

=

   

−

   

   

C k1m 

V´y-  n

11 12 13

( , , )x x x

�

11 12 13

( , , )y y y

!"#g� 

�èC 

1

11 12 13

[ , , ,1] [1,0,0,1]x x x

−

= C

                  

k2m

 

1

11 12 13

[ , , ,1] [0,1,0,1]y y y

−

= C

                 

k3m

 

�®RC 

11 12 13

( , , ) (cos , sin ,0)x x x α α= −

               

k4m

 

11 12 13

( , , ) (sin cos ,cos cos , sin )y y y α β α β β= −

   

k5m

 

D+Á�-ã!"�]C����2�oÐJKA

»
j �oJK# OXYZ)ü oÐJK# oxyz)ü 

Ú��@ª- ¹�oJK Z¨�- A 

���������	
��
��

2.3.1  ��������	
 

	\R ����½;fgÙÔõ¹��]���

�2AÔóÚ��@ª?R�����3r��îï 

"�GÏÐô®KLê�Aû 8¹����À����

/@ª?R3ryz�� kûA��ÐÔ¹@ª?�

����3ryz ��ÐÔ¹@ªR�����3r

yzA�����_�JKy�ä�6��}�<��

no 3ÐÔAÎû 8!5 ������83r��¹

3r6�A 

2.3.2  ��������	
 

¹MK��G�����noîïKLOP /_

�y�j%������3r6�UÔA�����3

r6�n#�÷	_�/Å9- y��7;�? �

ú x- �y�^�¹C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 8   �������	� 

Fig.8  Motion of the elastic micro structure: (a) left view, (b) top 

view, and (c) front view 
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Fig.9  Comparison of elastic deformation: (a) left view, (b) top view, 

and (c) front view 
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Fig.10  z-coordinates of nodes of the elastic micro structure 
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Fig.11  Interaction between adjacent micro structures: (a) left view, 

(b) top view, and (c) front view 
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Fig.12  Coordinates of nodes of the elastic micro structure 
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Fig.13  Stress state of the elastic micro structure 
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Fig.14  Location of elastic micro structures 
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Fig.15  Loading model of curved cantilever beam 
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Fig.16  Loading analysis in z direction 
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Fig.17  Bending model of curved cantilever beam 
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Fig.18  Plane yoz of local coordinates 
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Fig.19  Series-parallel model of elastic micro structures 
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Fig.20  Relationship between h and ε 
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Fig.21  Comparison of theoretical model and experimental result 
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Analysis of Microcosmic Mechanism of Metal Rubber’s 
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Abstract: Based on the numerical model established with actual parameters of raw materials and processes, the microcosmic mechanism of metal 

rubber’s nonlinear stiffness was researched. The numerical model was verified in some respects, including forming force, tissue structure, size and 

quasi-static loading curve. The tissue structure of metal rubber was decomposed and an elastic micro structure model was set up. The spatial 

motion and elastic deformation of elastic micro structure were studied. A mathematic model of metal rubber’s nonlinear stiffness property was 

built. In the quasi-static loading process, the translation of elastic micro structure is the main spatial motion, and its spatial rotation is very small. 

The elastic deformation in z direction can be regarded as a parallel connection of several curved beams. The elastic deformation in xoy plane can 

be treated as a curved beam’s bending deformation, making the distance between two endpoints smaller. The mathematical model agrees with test 

results well and it contains basic structural parameters, micro feature parameters and nonlinear stiffness mechanism parameters. These parameters 

have clear physical meaning and the mathematic model has some guiding significance for metal rubber’s design. 

Key words: metal rubber; nonlinear stiffness; micro mechanism; numerical model 
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