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Table 1  Chemical composition of the substrate material 
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C Si Mn Cr Ni P S Fe 

0.45 0.21 0.65 0.2 0.15 0.02 0.03 Bal. 
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Fig.1  Surface morphology of sample B with 3D AFM image in inset (a); the depth profile of the region marked with green line in inset (b); 

XPS wide scanning spectrum (c); XPS spectra of Al (d) 
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Fig.2  Surface morphology (a), and cross-sectional morphology and element distribution of sample A (b) (I, II and III refer to the 

deposited layer, the transition layer and the substrate, respectively); EDS maps of Cr (c), Al (d) and Fe (e); surface XRD pattern (f) 
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Fig.3  Typical anodic polarization curves for sample A, B and C in 3.5% NaCl solution (a); EIS curves: Nyquist plots 

(inset: the equivalent circuit) (b); Bode plots (c, d) 
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Table 2  Calculation results of the anodic polarization curves 

and the equivalent circuit of EIS for the three samples 

in 3.5% NaCl solution 
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Fig.4  SEM images (a~c) and EDS spectra (d~f) of the corroded surface of the three samples after electrochemical corrosion 

in 3.5wt% NaCl solution: (a, d) sample A, (b, e) sample B, and (c, f) sample C 
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Fig.5  XRD patterns of sample A (a) and sample B (b) after 

electrochemical corrosion 
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Abstract: Aiming at improving the corrosion resistance of 45

#

 steel used in maritime works, Al-Cr composite strengthening layer was 

deposited on the surface of 45

#

 steel via a composite technique of plasma ion implantation (PII) and double glow plasma surface 

metallurgy (DGPSM). The element distribution and phase structure of the Al-Cr composite strengthening layer were investigated via X-ray 

diffraction (XRD), X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), atomic force microscope (AFM), scanning electron microscope (SEM) and 

energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS). Polarization curves and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) were used to study the 

corrosion resistance and corrosion mechanisms of the Al-Cr composite strengthening layer, Al implanted layer and 45

#

 steel in 3.5 wt% 

NaCl solution. The results show that the Al-Cr composite strengthening layer reveals the best corrosion resistance. Cr

2

O

3

 and Al

2

O

3

 form 

on the surface of the Al-Cr composite strengthening layer as a passive film, and they hinder the corrosion of Cl

-

 effectively together with 

the inner Fe

2

AlCr and Al

8

Cr

5

 phases which have excellent corrosion resistance. The Al implanted layer exhibits moderate corrosion 

resistance due to the formation of Al

2

O

3

 passive film. The substrate of 45

#

 steel shows the worst corrosion resistance. 

Key words: plasma ion implantation; double glow plasma surface metallurgy; composite strengthening layer; corrosion resistance 

 

Corresponding author: Yao Zhengjun, Ph. D., Professor, College of Material Science and Technology, Nanjing University of Aeronautics 

and Astronautics, Nanjing 211106, P. R. China, Tel: 0086-25-84891921, E-mail: yaozj@nuaa.edu.cn 


