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Þ 1  �§o��ßÄ-àáÞ 

Fig.1  Schematic process of foam structure construction 
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Þ 2  Qfaqhst®æç,{çgè 

Fig.2  Particle size distribution (a), macroscopic (b), and microscopic (c, d) morphologies of NaCl beads: (b) OM morphology, (c) SEM 

morphology of salt spheres, and (d) SEM morphology of salt sphere surface 
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Þǖ -COOR°�C-O¹�C-H¹�C-C¹�¼ǖ -CH
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Þ 3  QfMäéXÈÉaêëìíÞ�BC,éî®ïðñ
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Fig.3  Infrared spectra of NaCl beads at different stages during 

preparation (a) and molecular structure of starch and 

unsaturated fatty acid glyceride (b) 
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Þ 4  CHN�jhô��õµaÃöÀÁ 

Fig.4  Variation in the height of Al powder with the tapping 

number 
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Þ 5  �� �wxì�Þ÷��� �øxì�Þ÷��§�ù�æçÞ÷��|�-CHstØúÞ 

Fig.5  Optical morphology of surface of cold pressed parts (a); cross-section morphology of cold pressed parts (b); macroscopic 

morphology of Al foam green parts (c); simulation diagram of space holder-powder distribution (d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Þ 6  no�§�¶x,øxaì�û SEMgè 

Fig.6  OM (a, c) and SEM (b, d) morphologies of surface (a, b) and cross-section (c, d) for sintered Al foam 
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Þ 7  �§��»¼½-¾¿ÀÁ®�§�Z�»ÃgéXYÉ

a>üý÷ 

Fig.7   Load-displacement curve of Al foam (a) and pictures of 

Al foam at various stages of compression deformation (b) 

(1-8 s, 2-40 s, 3-190 s, 4-265 s, 5-373 s, 6-490 s) 
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Pore Structure Control and Characterization of Al Foam Prepared by NaCl Beads 

 

Jia Jiangang, Jing Yongzhi, Liu Diqiang, Guo Tieming, Ji Genshun 

(State Key Laboratory of Advanced Processing and Recycling of Nonferrous Metal, 

Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730050, China) 

 

Abstract: Starch, distilled water and NaCl powders as raw materials were mixed to form a colloidal salt paste and then thermally treated in 

70 °C oil under vigorous stirring. Then highly spherical NaCl beads were obtained under the shear action of a blender. Afterwards, the 

“fried” NaCl beads with a particle size distribution of 0.4~2.4 mm were calcined and sintered at 740 °C, and thus the high purity NaCl 

beads with small amount of micro-pore (pores size 10~20 µm) on the surface were obtained. The 0.6~1.0 mm salt beads were selected to 

form a “salt bed” in a steel die and the aluminum powder was filled into the “salt bed” gap via a tapping method by the Autotap instrument. 

The tapped mixture was cold pressed under 200 MPa to obtain the green compact parts. Then the salts were dissolved and removed in 

distilled water and three-dimensional open-cell green Al foam with controllable structure and high reproducibility was derived. After 

sintering at 460 °C for 2 h, the final Al foam was obtained and its relative density and porosity are 0.217 and 78.3%, respectively. The 

number of connectivity windows between cellular aluminum cells is 4~6 in average, and the window size is 120~200 µm. The compressive 

load-displacement curve shows that the aluminum foam undergoes an elastic deformation stage, a plateau stress area, and a stress steep 

increase stage. The curve manifests the characteristics of foam metal compression mechanical properties, and its compressive strength and 

Young's modulus are 2.42 MPa and 0.38 GPa, respectively.  

Key words: space holder; salt ball; foams Al; porous material; powder metallurgy 
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