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Table 1  Chemical composition of DD6 alloy (ω/%) 

Cr Co W Al Ta Re Mo Ni 

3.8 8.5 7.0 5.2 6.0 1.6 1.5 Bal. 
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� 1  DD6�� !"#$% 

Fig.1  Two-phase structure of DD6 original material 
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Fig.2  Dimension (a) and physical drawing (b) of “I” type sample 
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Fig.3  Fracture morphologies of samples of [001] orientation (a), [011] orientation (b), and [111] orientation (c) 
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� 4  [001]3�� 980 @/250 MPa�� 20 h,ABC
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Fig.4  Dislocation distribution of sample of [001] orientation after creep under 980 @/250 MPa for 20 h: (a) macro dislocation 

distribution and operation vector, (b) local dislocation direction, (c) [001] orientation space layout, and (d) schematic of [001] 

orientation dislocation 
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Fig.5  Dislocation distribution of sample of [111] orientation after creep under 980 @/250 MPa for 20 h: (a) macro dislocation distribution 

and operation vector, (b) local dislocation direction, (c) [111] orientation space layout, and (d) schematic of [111] orientation dislocation 
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� 6  [011]��� 980 �/250 MPa�� 20 h�	
���� 

Fig.6  Dislocation distribution of sample of [011] orientation after creep under 980 �/250 MPa for 20 h: (a) macro dislocation distribution 

and operation vector, (b) local dislocation direction, (c) [011] orientation space layout, and (d) schematic of [011] orientation dislocation 
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Fig.7  TEM image (a) and schematic diagram (b) of the dislocation 

in the matrix phase lunging past the enhanced phase 
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Table 2  Elastic parameters of DD6 nickel based single crystal 

superalloy at 980 �
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Orientation 
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Table 3  Creep parameters of DD6 nickel based single crystal 

superalloy at 980 �
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Fig.8  Creep test curves and simulations of [001] orientation of 

DD6 superalloy at 980  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 9  DD6�������	 3�
�� 980 ������

���� 

Fig.9  Creep test curves and simulations of three orientations of 

DD6 superalloy at 980  
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Fig.10  Morphologies of cleavage plane for creep fracture in [001] orientation (a), [011] orientation (b), and [111] orientation (c) 
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� 11  *'+,-.�%&'/012(001)�'345012(011)�'34 

Fig.11  Octahedral slip system: (a) cleavage plane, (b) the hole extends along (001) lattice plane, and (c) the hole extends 

along (011) lattice plane 
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Fig.12  Hexahedral slip system: (a) cleavage plane, (b) the hole extends along (111) lattice plane, and (c) the hole extends 

along (011) lattice plane 
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Abstract: The creep tests of three different orientations of the single crystal superalloy DD6 were carried out at 980 °C. The results 

indicate that the creep failure mechanism of superalloy is the initiation of micropores and the propagation of microcracks, which is caused 

by dislocation motion. The dislocation morphology of monocrystals in [001], [111] and [011] orientation at the initial stage of creep was 

analyzed by transmission electron microscopy (TEM), matching the characteristics of the octahedral sliding system activated, the 

hexahedral sliding system activated and the simultaneous motion of the two sliding systems, respectively. Based on the crystal plasticity 

theory, the creep constitutive model and creep damage model under variational stress conditions considering Orowan effect and dislocation 

blocking effect were established; meanwhile, the model parameters were fitted according to the creep curve obtained from the test. 

Moreover, the finite element simulation results of the model and creep fracture morphology of monocrystalline materials confirm each 

other and explain the anisotropic behavior of monocrystalline creep. 

Key words: nickel based single crystal superalloy; dislocation movement; creep fracture; crystal plasticity 
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