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¯ 1  W�X°s±¯  

Fig.1  Photos of mold cavity: (a) stationary mould fixed half  

and (b) movable mould moving half 
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Table 1  Initial conditions of PIM filling process 

Initial condition Value 

Temperature/K 298 

Pressure/ Pa 10

5

 

Velocity/m·s

 -1

 v

air

=v

1

=v

2

=0.0001 

Volume fraction φ

air

=1, φ

1

=φ

2

=0 

a 

b 
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Table 2  Boundary conditions of PIM filling process 

Boundary condition Value 

Velocity/m·s

 -1

 8.153 

Temperature/K 298 

Inlet 

Volume fraction/% φ

air

=0φ

1

=51φ

2

=49 

Outlet Pressure/Pa 10

5

 

Temperature/K 298 

Cavity 

wall 

Velocity No slip 
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� 2  �����  

Fig.2  3D-structure of cavity: (a) geometric model and (b) mesh  

model 

� 3  WC/10Co���������� 

Table 3  Physical properties of WC/10Co powder and binder 

Material 

Density/ 

g·cm

-3

 

Thermal conductivity/ 

W·m

-1

·K

-1

 

Specific heat/ 

J·kg

-1

·K

-1

 

WC/10Co powder 14.507 103

[26]

 230 

Binder 0.917 1.6

[27]

 1701

[27]
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Fig.3  Diagrams of analysis parts of simulation results: 

(a) section positions and (b) line positions 
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Fig.4  Filling processes of ultra-fine WC/10Co feedstock:     

(a) numerical simulation results (on section S

1

) and   

(b) experimental samples 
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Fig.5  Temperature distribution on section S

1

: (a) WC/10Co  

powder and (b) binder 
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Fig.6  Powder temperature distribution diagram of the front side of 

melting feedstock on section S

2

 with different Z coordinates, 

when the filling time is 0.01 s (a), 0.02 s (b), 0.03 s (c), and 

0.036 s (d) 
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Fig.7  Viscosity distribution on section S

3 

of

 

WC/10Co powder (a), 

and binder (b) at 0.01 s during feedstock filling:  
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Fig.8  Velocity distribution on section S

4 

at 0.01 s during 

feedstock filling:

 

(a) powder and (b) binder 
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Fig.9  Velocity distribution of binder and powder on line L

1 

at 

0.01 s during feedstock filling: (a) velocity distribution 

and (b) relative velocity difference 
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Fig.10  Volume fraction distribution of powder and binder on 

line L

1 

at 0.01 s during feedstock filling 
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Fig.11  Volume fraction distribution of WC/10Co powder (a) and 

binder (b) on section S

3 

at 0.01 s during feedstock filling  
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Fig.12  Velocity of powder and binder on line L

2 

at 0.03 s during feedstock filling: (a) velocity distribution and (b) relative velocity 

difference 
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Numerical Simulation of PIM Filling Process of Ultra-Fine WC-Co Round Bar with 
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Abstract: Based on the powder-binder two-fluid model, the filling process was simulated by CFX commercial software, especially for the 

ultra-fine WC/10Co round bar with large aspect ratio by powder injection molding (PIM). The results indicate that the numerical 

simulation results are almost consistent with the experimental filling process results, which proves that the hypothesis and parameter 

settings are reasonable and the two-fluid model is feasible. Also there is no great difference in temperature distribution between powder 

and binder. There is no solidification for melting feedstock, because the lowest temperature at 330 K of melting feedstock is higher than 

the vitrification temperature of binder. In addition, the great difference in the viscosity between powder and binder, which is 50.0~379.4 

and 2.9~9.2 Pa·s, respectively, is one reason for segregation. Finally, another main reason for segregation is the relative difference of 

velocity between powder and binder, which increases remarkably, for example, the velocity from gate to the die wall changes from 0.2% to 

1.8%, and velocity from gate to the for end changes from 0.1% to 1.6%. 

Key words: two-fluid model; ultra-fine WC/10Co; filling process; numerical simulation 
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