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Table 1  Physical constants of Zr
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orientation 
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5

 g·m
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 6.5 - - 
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-6

 K

-1

 

6.7 5.2 10.4 

Young’s modulus/GPa - 99 125 

Lattice constant/nm - a=0.323 c=0.515 

Thermal 

conductivity/W·m

-1

·K

-1

 

22 - - 

Specific heat/J·kg

-1

·K

-1

 276 - - 

Poisson’s ratio 0.34 - - 
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Table 2  Physical constants of ZrO
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Fig.1  Geometric model diagram 
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Fig.2  Finite element mesh diagram 
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Fig.3  Stress distribution of oxide film with different thickness on 

the surface of (0001) oriented grain: (a) 1 µm, (b) 1.5 µm,  

(c) 2 µm, and (d) 3.5 µm 
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Fig.4  Stress distribution of oxide film with different thicknesses 

on the surface of (0001) oriented grain: (a) 5 µm, (b) 7.5 µm, 

(c) 10 µm, (d) 12.5 µm, and (e) 15 µm 
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Fig.5  Minimum principal stress of oxide film with different 

thicknesses on the surface of (0001) oriented grain: (a) 1 µm, 

(b) 1.5 µm, (c) 2 µm, (d) 3.5µm, (e) 5 µm, (f) 7.5 µm, (g) 10 

µm, (h) 12.5 µm, and (i) 15 µm 
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Fig.6  Max principal stress of oxide film with different thicknesses 

on the surface of (0001) oriented grain 
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Fig.7  Stress distribution of oxide film with different thicknesses on 

the surface of 

(1120)

 oriented grain: (a) 1 µm, (b) 1.5 µm, 

(c) 2 µm, and (d) 3.5 µm 
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Fig.8  Stress distribution of oxide film with different thicknesses on 

the surface of 

(1120)

 oriented grain: (a) 5 µm, (b) 7.5 µm, 

(c) 10 µm, (d) 12.5 µm, and (e) 15 µm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 9  

(1120)

�������� @/0A�%;<=!"� 

Fig.9  Minimum principal stress of oxide film with different 

thicknesses on the surface of 

(1120)

 oriented grain: (a) 1 µm, 

(b) 1.5 µm, (c) 2 µm, (d) 3.5µm, (e) 5 µm, (f) 7.5 µm,    

(g) 10 µm, (h) 12.5 µm, and (i) 15 µm 
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Fig.10  Max principal stress of oxide film with different 

thicknesses on the surface of different oriented grains 
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Simulation Study of the Stress State of Oxide Film of Zirconium Alloy on Grains Surface 

with Different Orientations at 500 °C Superheated Steam  

 

Zhou Zhihao, Hu Lijuan, Li Xiaojian, Yao Meiyi, Xie Yaoping, Zhou Bangxin 

�Institute of Materials, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200072, China� 

 

Abstract: The anisotropic oxidation characteristic is an important issue that needs to be focused on during the corrosion process of zirconium 

alloys, and it is of great significance for studying the corrosion mechanism of zirconium alloy. Based on the finite element method, the stress state 

of the oxide film of zirconium alloy with 

(1120)

 oriented grain and (0001) oriented grains in superheated steam at 500 °C/10.3 MPa was 

simulated in the research. The simulation results show that the change of stress distributions of the oxide films on zirconium alloy with 

(1120)

 

and (0001) oriented grains has the same trend with the increase of the oxide film thickness. The stress of the oxide film is distributed in a gradient. 

Along the thickness direction of oxide film, the stress decreases from the inner surface to the outer surface of the oxide film. The compressive 

stress in the oxide film decreases first, then increases and finally decreases with increasing the oxide film thickness, and after the oxide film 

thickness reaches 10 µm, the stress no longer has a significant change. There are obvious differences in the stress magnitude and stress gradient of 

the oxide films on the surface of 

(1120)

 and (0001) oriented grains, which is one of the reasons for their different corrosion resistance. 

Key words: FEM; zirconium alloys; anisotropic; stress 
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