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Fig.1  Effect of different contents of nano CuO on water 

resistance of adhesive 
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Fig.2  Effect of calcined nano CuO on water resistance 

of adhesive 
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Fig.3  Shear strength varying with the immersion time in artificial 

seawater 
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Fig.4  Shear strength varying with treated-temperature 
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Fig.5  XRD patterns of the adhesive treated at different tempe- 

ratures and immersed in artificial seawater for 168 h 
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Fig.6  SEM images of the internal morphology of adhesive treated at different temperatures and before (a, c, e) and 

after (b, d, f) immersion in artificial seawater: (a, b) 150 �; (c, d) 700 �; (e, f) 1300 � 
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Abstract: Phosphate adhesive were prepared using the H

3

PO

4

 and Al(OH)

3

 as the matrix and nano CuO as the inorganic fillers. The 

influence of nano CuO on the water resistance of phosphate adhesives was investigated by soaking mullite joints that were bonded by the 

adhesive in artificial seawater for 168 h. The results show that the nano CuO can improve the water resistance of the adhesive. The shear 

strength of mullite joint is 7.13 MPa which is the best strength after immersion in artificial seawater when the content of nano CuO in 

matrix is 20wt%. The joint has good water resistance within the whole heat-treatment temperature range from 150 °C to 1300 °C. The 

lowest shear strength is 2.31 MPa after heat-treatment at 1300 

o

C and immersion in artificial seawater. Compared with the nano CuO not 

heated at 900 

o

C, the adhesive has better strength when the nano CuO heated at 900 °C is added into the adhesive. 

Key words: phosphate; adhesive; water resistance; nano CuO 
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