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Fig.1  Schematic drawing of the burning test 
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½ 2  defghk 3|=�F;JªÃZ;J`© 

Fig.2  Burning time (a) and burning velocity (b) of the alloys under different oxygen partial pressures 
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Fig.3  Flame height (a) and captured images (b) of the alloys burning after different time (C

O

=20%) 
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Fig.4  Burned cross-section optical microscopic images of Ti40 and Ti14 alloy (C

o

=20%) (a, b); PDF No.(c) and the corresponding 

micro-area XRD patterns taken from area I and II in Fig.4a and Fig.4b (d, e) 
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Fig.5  Microstructures of area I for Ti40 near surface (a) and burned surface (b) 
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Fig.6  Cross-section microstructure of Ti14 after burning (a); corresponding EDS element line scanning (b); magnified burning products (c); 

Cu-rich layer (d) 
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Fig.7  Burn resistant mechanisms of Ti40 and Ti14 alloys 
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Effect of Alloying Elements on the Burning Behavior of Burn Resistant Titanium 

Alloys  

 

Chen Yongnan

1

, Yang Wenqing

1

, Yang Zehui

1

, Zhang Fengying

1

, Zhao Yongqing

2

 

(1. Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China) 

(2. Northwest Institute for Nonferrous Metal Research, Xi’an 710016, China) 

 

Abstract: To alleviate "Titanium Fire" produced during high pressure and friction of titanium alloy, Ti-V-Cr series and Ti-Cu-Al series 

burn resistant titanium alloys have been developed. In this work, through a modified direct current simulation burning tests, the burning 

characteristics, e.g., flame height, velocity and burning products were measured to evaluate the burn resistant behavior. The results show 

the burning behavior and reveal the corresponding burning mechanisms of titanium alloys with different alloying elements. The formation 

of V

2

O

5

 and Cr

2

O

3

 oxides during burning of Ti40 alloy enhances the density of oxide layer to block the oxygen diffusion, which leads to 

excellent burn resistant behavior indicated by the smaller burning velocity and lower flame height. For Ti14 alloys, in comparison, a clear 

Cu-rich layer is formed at the interface between burning product and heat affected zone, where it consumes oxygen by producing Cu-O 

compounds, thus reducing the burning reaction with Ti-matrix. This work has established a fundamental understanding of how the alloying 

elements improve the burning resistance of titanium alloys. 

Key words: titanium alloys; burn resistance; element; diffusion; burn-resistant mechanism 
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