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Table 1  Chemical composition of the master alloy (ω/%) 

C Cr Ni Fe Nb Mo W N O S 

0.12 20.8 68.0 4.5 1.6 1.5 3.4 0.0070 0.0008 0.0005 
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Table 2  Interaction coefficients 

N

e

j

of nitrogen with other 

elements at 1600 �

��

� in the nickel-based melt 

Element C Cr Nb Ti Fe W Mo 

N

e

j

 

0.09 -0.10 -0.072 -0.21 -0.021 -0.023 -0.043 
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Table 3  Calculations on the influence of pressure and temperature 

on the solubility [N] of nitrogen (µg/g) 

Pressure/Pa 1450 � 1500 � 1550 � 1600 � 

0.05 5 5 4 3 

0.1 8 7 6 5 

0.5 17 15 12 11 

1.0 24 21 17 15 

5.0 55 46 39 34 
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Fig.1  Effects of pressure (a) and temperature (b) on the 

solubility of nitrogen in melt 
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Fig.2  Variation of nitrogen content in melt during refining 
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Table 4  Experimental conditions and calculation results of the 

nitrogen-removal dynamic analysis for the high Cr 

content nickel-based melt 

T/K 

t/ 

min 

m(t)/ 

g 

V(t)/ 

cm

3

 

[S/V(t)]·t/ 

s·m

-1

 

1/c(t)�1/c(0) 

0 11860 1383.4 - - 

30 11644 1358.2 13998.8 497.2 

60 11536 1345.6 28259.7 1259.1 

120 11428 1333.0 57053.5 2330.5 

180 11212 1307.8 87229.0 3163.8 

1873 

240 11104 1295.2 117436.5 4830.5 

0 10510 1225.9 - - 

30 10294 1200.7 15834.6 276.0 

60 10186 1188.1 32005.1 654.8 

120 10078 1175.6 64696.1 1488.1 

180 9862 1150.4 99169.7 2321.4 

1823 

240 9754 1137.8 133690.3 3154.8 

0 10910 1272.6 - - 

30 10694 1247.4 15242.4 218.9 

60 10586 1234.8 30795.7 473.5 

120 10478 1222.2 62226.3 1098.5 

180 10262 1197.0 95304.2 1848.5 

1773 

240 10154 1184.4 128423.8 2348.5 

Note: T-melting temperature, t-melting time, m(t)-molten mass at 

time t, V(t)-volume of molten liquid at time t 
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Fig.3  Relationship between 1/c(t)/1/c(0) and [S/V(t)]·t 

 

�	äå�=¥× ÑíîÖ×ï	.³N,¹
	

�
³�M$%��� w�M$%¹�#	)��

¿Àa±² &ì�ë�pq$%� 

ÏÈÉ��#	KLM
ð��tñ·òóôz

Ó�õö÷G�øG78Q��#	������ k

i

�ù* 50� 500 kg} Cr~�,-#	Qú��û$

%�� P� 5QR�78NOíRüýe�ÛÜþ 

,-#	� 10 µg/g ��Qú����Û� 500 kg

��Qú#	���¨ 50 kg� 2.5Ý�def=�}

�¡�	
#	$%�� f=Ø 1500 ��� 1600 

��wQú���� 1ÝUE� 

ÏÈÉ
�LM�=
ðï�;def=0Þß

àL�	��=�éêrs ¶ëdeÞß�Ì¨,-

	��=�¯°�À�å ó}Þß=¨9�×	
�

,-������ ÏÈÉ�
KLM�=Ó�
ðï

ýe)��	äå
��Ú�rs �$%!�	
�

��Ö× {��þ�ú°¥��$%�����	


�Ö×� 10 µg/gU������;	äå��Ð«� 

 

� 5  2�������� Cr�����	��� ��! 

Table 5  Calculations on the time consumptions of the nitrogen- 

removal processes in the high Cr content nickel-based 

alloy under two different melting capacities  

Time/min 

[N]/µg·g

-1

 

Temperature/ 

2 

500 kg 

crucible inside 

diameter 40 cm 

50 kg 

crucible inside 

diameter 20 cm 

1500 353 141 

1550 279 112 

10~50 

1600 164 66 

1500 294 118 

1550 232 93 

10~30 

1600 136 55 

Note: vacuum pressure is 0.1 Pa, and there is no slag on the 

surface of alloy liquid 
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Thermodynamic and Kinetic Study on the Nitrogen-Removing Process of High Cr 

Content Nickel Based Alloy 
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Yang Yaqian, Gao Ming, Ding Leilei, Ma Yingche, Liu Kui 

(CAS Key Laboratory of Nuclear Materials and Safety Assessment, Institute of Metal Research, 

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shenyang 110016, China) 

 

Abstract: Nitrogen is one of the undesirable impurity elements of superalloys and it can induce the precipitation of nitrides and the 

formation of microporosity to worsen the mechanical properties of material. With the increase of high demands in superalloy component 

quality, nowadays the nitrogen content in superalloy has been recommended to be no higher than 10

 

µg/g. Chromium is an important 

beneficial alloying element widely employed in superalloys (with an addition up to 20 wt%) for it can enhance the anti-corrosion 

performance of alloys at elevated temperature. However, chromium has a high affinity to nitrogen so that it could be very hard to achieve a 

low nitrogen content in high-Cr alloys. Therefore, it is necessary to study the features of the nitrogen-removing process of high-Cr alloys. 

In this work, the nitrogen-removing process during the vacuum induction melting of a high-Cr nickel based alloy was investigated by 

thermodynamic calculation and kinetic experiments. Results show that high-Cr nickel based alloy has a high thermodynamic equilibrium 

solubility of nitrogen, and it is mainly dominated by the vacuum pressure. In order to achieve the goal of [N]�10 µg·g

-1

, the melting 

vacuum pressure should be no higher than 0.1 Pa. To study the kinetic characteristics of nitrogen-removing process, the melted metal was 

held at 1500, 1550 and 1600 °C, and sampled at 0, 30, 60, 120, 180 and 240 min at 0.1 Pa after the complete melting of alloy. Results 

indicate that nitrogen content dramatically decreases at the beginning of melt holding, but in the medium and later stage it takes a much 

longer period of time to get close to the equilibrium solubility of nitrogen. Kinetic data analysis shows that the nitrogen-removing process 

of high-Cr nickel-based alloy can be classified as the second-order reaction, which reflects that the process is controlled by the chemical 

reaction on melt surface. The apparent rate constants of nitrogen-removing process at 1500, 1550 and 1600 °C are calculated to be 0.0184, 

0.0233 and 0.0397 m·s

-1

, respectively, and the average apparent activation energy is determined to be 211.4 kJ·mol

-1

. 

Key words: nickel based alloy; vacuum induction melting; nitrogen-removing 
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